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54 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



A Description of the Government of Virginia. 



[Winder Papers, Va. State Library.] 



Right Honourable, 

Being in obedience to your Lordships Comands to give you 
a description of the Govern"" of this place & humbly supposing 
your Lordship expects a relacon of ye p r sent & not a full dis- 
course of ye whole Govern"" from ye first planting of this Col- 
ony, which would be very hard to doe by reason of ye negligence 
of former times in transmitting anything of that nature to their 
successo'. I have thought necessary for ye better performance 
of your Honou™ Comands & complyance with that truth on 
which my following discourse must be grounded to give your 
Lordship a short character of the Governo' of this Colony be- 
fore I enter up. ye description of his Government. I know it 
to be superfluous to say anything of his person, greate partes, 
or qualitie because your Lord" knows & can better judge of them 
then myself, I shall therefore w" 1 your Lordships favor only speake 
of him as Govern ' of Virginia, & very hartely beg his pardon 
for ye Injury I doe his reputation, merritts, whilest my inabillity 
to pr'sent them in their full Lustre may encline those who know 
neither him nor mee to beleeve their defects to be really in them- 
selves, & not in him who reports them & under the securitie of 
this apology to your Lordship & him I shall bee bound to say 
that he is a person pious & exemplarily sober in his conversation 
prudent & just in Peace, dilligent & valliant in Warr. I shall 
strengthen three assertions only with three argu""* & for the first 
shall only say that mine owne long experience, & ye suffrages of 
the whole country can sufficiently prove ye excellency of his con- 
versation, nor doe I think there can be a more convincing evi- 
dence of his prudence and justice then that in six years after he 
was forced to resigne this country to the Gennerall unhappy fate 
of our Nation (a time when ye enemies of his Loyalty & Virtue 
would have loaden him with reproaches especially had they had 
justice on their side) there was not one man that either pub- 
liquely or privately charged him with Injustice, or any other 
fault comitted in eight years Govern"" & for his dilligence and 
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Vallour ye frequent & greate hazards he exposed his person to 
in ye conquest of Opechankenough, & all his Indians (whereby 
hee first secured this Country from those feares that had pos- 
sessed them from their first seating & rendered the Indians soe 
subjected to this Govern"") that I may confidently affirm ye like 
conquest hath been made by noe other English Govern"' in ye 
West Indies, would have proclaimed his Military Virtues & have 
given him a very great reputation for that service had it not hap' - 
ned in an unfortunate time when the whole English nation was 
involved in a Civill Warr, and consequently had all their Reflec- 
tions diverted from what he did here to what most, & more 
nearly concerned them there, and now my most honored Lord, 
haveing given you this short character of our Governo' I shall 
proceed to as short a description of his Government (which I so 
terme because hee is the sole author of the most substantial 
parts of it, either for Lawes or other inferior Institutions) which 
as subordinate to that of England is divided into Ecclesiasticall, 
Civill, & Millitary. for ye Ecclesiasticall parte of it (being yett 
unfitt for a Bishop to reside here, by reason of the fewness of our 
members & other Inconveniencies) we are subjected to the Sea of 
London, & have noe superior clergy amongst, But when it 
pleaseth God to send us any Ministers some Parish or other 
p'sents them, & the Govern" Inducts them. But will this pious a 
well as prudent care that none be admitted to the exercise of 
their functions who are not in Ord" and very Orthodox in their 
profession, of which excellent sorte of men wee have at p'sent 
very few amongst us, & I could hartely wish that my Lord of 
London, and other greate Clergymen would take us a little more 
into their care, for our better supply, since ye utmost of our en- 
couragem" will invite none to us, though wee have very few Par- 
ishes give less than one hundred pounds p. annum and many 
give more, which is levied by ye respective Vestries, out of 
which they yearly choose Church Wardens as in England, and 
now my most Honored Lord haveing said this much of our 
Church Govern" 1 , I beseech you give me lease to p r sent you 
with as tame a narrative of ye civill parte of this Govern"' with- 
out any animadversions upon it, which to doe in the better order 
I muste inform your hono r that this Colony is divided at p'sent 
into nineteen counties, & those subdivided into Parishes only & 
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not into hundreds, or tythings which is only necessary in more 
populous countrys, every of which counties is left to the care & 
charge of eight, or Tenn Justices of the Peace, whereof three or 
foure are of ye Quorum out of which number of Justices there is 
yearely chosen a sheriff who is confirmed by ye Govern" & upon 
sufficient security given to ye reste of ye said Justices, is en- 
trusted with ye collection & payment of all Publiqu" Leavies, 
Quit rents, secretary* & clerks fees, & hath Tenn p cent allowed 
him for Sallary, for ye rest of his authority it is as it is in En- 
gland only he keeps noe Court, and ye severall parishes of each 
County are armed with the authoritie of a constable chosen from 
amongst ye honestest householders & the said whole number of 
Justices, or any foure of them, whereof one to bee of the Quo- 
rum, are by commission from ye Governor made and constituted 
a court of Judicature for the tryall of all causes within their re- 
spective counties, except such as question Life, or member, & 
every particular Justice hath power to try and determine any 
cause to the vallue of twenty Shillings, or two hundred pounds 
of Tobacco which Power was soe granted to prevent frivolus and 
unnecessary suites in ye County Courts which are held every 
second month, & once at least in every yeare there is a Court of 
Enquiry w ob wee call an Orphans Court, held before ye said Jus- 
tices of the respective countys where all Guardians are required 
to appeare, & bring their Orphans to bee examined wether they 
are well used and to give an account to the said- Justices, of ye 
well or 111 management of such Orphan" estates as are commited 
to their trust, & these severall Courts are so appoynted in the 
respective countys as any person who may have business in many 
of them, may easily attend ye same because they are held neither 
on ye same day, nor in ye same month at severall places from 
ye Judgm" of w cb courts ye parties iggreaved may appeale to the 
Generall Court held at James Citty on September, November, 
and March every yeare before ye Gov' and Councill, which Court 
is of a mixed Constitution for all causes of what nature or vallue 
soever they bee above Tenn Pounds Sterling or fifteen hundred 
pounds of Tobacco are tryed there either in Common Law, 
Chancery or Criminall, as Treasons, Murthers, Felonyes, &c. if 
any Quakers or other sectaryes, or nonconformists act any thing 
in poynt of Religion contrary to the Statutes of England, or the 



DESCRIPTION OF GOVERNMENT OF VIRGINIA. 57 

Lawes of this Country, they are tryed in that Court, ye Power 
of Peace & Warr is seated in the same. The Governor & any 
three of the sixteen Councello™ now residing here make a Court 
wherein as greate care is taken to make the Lawes and pleadings 
upon them easy & obvious to any mans und'standing as in other 
parts they doe to keep them a mystery to the people for noe ad- 
vantage is allowed to either party from little errors in Declara- 
tions or Pleas &c. , but both are kept within the first Limmitts of 
ye merritts of their cause and judgm" pas secundum alegata et 
probata & References are rarely obteyned but upon very just 
grounds, as either sickness of the party desiring it, or of ye wit- 
nesses, or papers in England &c, from which we draw these two 
greate advantages, ye avoiding trouble to ye Court, & ye speedy 
dispensation of Justice to those who seeke from ye Judg""" of 
which Court any person (upon securitie given to prosecute it) 
may appeale to the Assembly, which consists of the Govern"', 
councill & two Burgesses chosen upon (ye Govern" Writt) by ye 
freeholders of every county, and one for James Citty, which As- 
sembly is convened once in every year (and upon emergent oc- 
cassions oftener) a matter (though chargeable) yett most neces- 
sary for the speedier prevention of such Inconveniences, or 
confirmation of such good Institutions as may be most Likely 
to obstruct, or advance ye prosperity of New settled Govern"" 
there, our Lawes are enacted (all or most of which I hope your 
Lordship hath seen) there are Leavies laid upon the People and 
proportioned to the Publique necessity, and since all fines im- 
posed upon offenders are here (if not upon submission released) 
Leavied to the use of the Publique (though to the use of the 
respective Govern"" till S r Wm. Berkeleys time, who first re- 
leased them, that he might keep his Reputation clearer from all 
hazards of Calumny). It is by ye Assembly ordered what they 
shall bee employed on, in fine, it is by this excellent temper that 
a Right understanding is kept between Govern" & People, and 
that ye strings of Govern"" are always kept in tune, and now my 
ever honored Lord, haveing said this much of ye two first partes 
of this Government, I shall proceed to the last, which is ye Mil- 
itary parte of it, and inform your Lordship that as ye country is 
divided into nineteene counties; soe it is into foure Provinces; 
The first whereof which contains ye next adjacent counties to ye 
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Gov r is under his owne immediate conduct, ye other three being 
more remote, are committed to ye care of three Major Generalls 
(one of whom, Major Generall Richard Bennett, I believe to be 
of your Lordships family, both by his name & Armes) every 
Major Generall hath two Adjutants, and every County within ye 
said Provinces, hath a Regiment of ffoot under ye command of 
a Collonell (who for ye most parte is one of ye Councill) & other 
inferior officers & many of them a troop of Horse under ye Co- 
mand of a Captaine & other inferiour officers, which horse when 
drawne together, have an officer appoynted over them. Besides 
there is a captaine of ye fort by Comission from ye King, and a 
Captaine of ye Guard by Commission from ye Governor as all ye 
other officers are, as from their Generall ye Millitia of ye Country 
being thus disposed of, greate care is taken that ye respective 
officers doe traine them, and see their armes well fixed, and truly 
my Lord, I beleeve all to bee in soe good ord r as an Enemy 
would gain little advantage by attempting anything upon them, 
& having now done w" 1 ye last parte of this Govern"", I shall beg 
your Lordships patience whilst I write a word or two of ye Ar- 
ticles between us and the Indians, who now hold noe land but 
what we grant them, and if they committ any offence against an 
Englishman, or he against them, It is tryable in our courts, or 
before some of our Majistrates, but for any difference amongst 
themselves, it is still left to the Discision of their own Customs. 
I shall conclude with a list of the Principall officers of State in 
this Government, v/ oh are the Governor of whose Revenue (being 
one thousand pounds p. annum) I shall with your Lordships 
pardon, say, that though in the infancy of this Colony, it might 
justly bee thought enough, yett now it is not only less than any 
other Governor in the West Indies received, but it is too little 
for ye necessary supporte of that State ye Governor of this, his 
Ma"" Antientest Colony must keep, nor could our Governor 
Comport with ye grandierr of his authority, nor comply w' h his 
greate expenses in setting up Manufactures, and other excellent 
designes for the good and Example of this Country, did not his 
necessities make him admirably Industrious on his farme for ye 
Improvement of his Revenue, which unavoidably averts much of 
that care hee otherwise would wholly employ for ye Publiq' util- 
lity of this Colony. 
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The next officers are ye Councill Treasu', Secretary, Capt. of 
ye ffort, Auditor Gen" and Surveyor Generall, before ye first of 
ye two Last all ye Collectors of ye two Shillings p. hogshead of 
Tobacco, all Sherriffs, or other receivers of Publique Leavies 
appeare at James Citty twice in every year, and perfect their 
accounts with him, & take out their discharge from him as out 
of the Exchequer in England, and before ye Surveyor Generall 
once a yeare appeare all the Inferiour Surveyors (who are com- 
missioned by him) with a booke of all ye surveyes of Land by 
them made to bee examined wether they have done right between 
ye King, & his subjects of this colony who by an antient Indul- 
gence of ye Crowne have a Right to fifty acres of Land for 
every p'son they transport into this Country w c0 transportacon 
being proved in any Court of Record ye Clerk gives ye p'ty 
claiming a Certificate up. w " ye Surveyor measures him ye Land, 
and gives him a survey und r his hand which with ye Certificate 
being entred in ye Secretarys office a patent issues out for ye 
same signed by ye Gov' & sealed w lh ye seale of ye Colony, The 
Land to be held of ye King in common soccage at ye yearly 
rent of one shilling for every fifty acres, & to be seated in three 
years after ye date of ye patent, or ye Land to be Lost. My 
most Hono d Lord I have now noe more to say but to beseech 
your Hon"' that if you shall judge mee to have said too much to 
consider that the Nature of the subject would have admitted 
much more, & if your Lordship shall blame mee for being too 
short that you may forgive me too, since I am afraid your other 
greater Employm" will not permitt you to perouse what I have 
already said, & shall therefore add noe more but my Peticon for 
your Lordships pardon for my imperfections, and may God for- 
ever bless you with all the blessings of Heaven, and Earth, & 
bless mee also w th a continuacon of your favors upon 
My most honoured Lord 
your Lordships most humble and ffaithful serv' 

Virg* 17th 1666. [Signed] Tho. Ludwell. 

[Indorsed.] 

Virginia 17th Sept. 66, Mr. Ludwell, Secr y gives a large 
yet Modest Character of the Governor & Govern- 
ment. 



